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Papers of C. A. Truesdell and R. L. Wilder 
AMS 1980 subject classifications: OIA60, OIA70. 
Papers of two mathematicians of national reputation have recently been added 
to the archives of the Mathematical Association of America housed at the Uni- 
versity of Texas at Austin. 
Papers of Dr. Clifford Ambrose Truesdell III, a professor of rational mechanics 
at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, and those of the late Dr. R. L. Wilder, 
a long-time member of the mathematics faculty at the University of Michigan, 
were recently added to the collection. According to Dr. Don Carleton, archivist of 
the University of Texas at Austin: “We are eager to develop this fine body of 
materials and the two recent acquisitions are welcome additions.” 
Included in the Truesdell collection are manuscripts of writings, research, and 
lecture notes. Dr. Truesdell is the author or coauthor of 20 books and was cofoun- 
der of the Journal of Rational Mechanics and Analysis. 
The Wilder papers augment the existing Wilder collection in the archives. A 
member of the National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Wilder received a Ph.D. in 
mathematics from the University of Texas, Austin, in 1923 and was the first 
doctoral student of Dr. R. L. Moore at the University. Dr. Moore was an interna- 
tionally known mathematician for whom the building which houses the Depart- 
ments of Mathematics, Physics, and Astronomy is named. 
According to Dr. Leonard Gillman, professor of mathematics at the University 
of Texas, Austin, and treasurer of the Mathematical Association of America, 
“The sponsorship of the mathematical archives by the General Libraries, under 
the direct supervision of Harold Billings and Don Carleton, means that mathemat- 
ical historians now have an opportunity for scholarly study in a friendly spirit of 
cooperation between the University and the Mathematical Association. The re- 
cent receipt of the rest of the R. L. Wilder papers and the C. A. Truesdell papers is 
illustrative of the new, vigorous acquisitions policy.” 
The MAA archives include 60 linear feet of materials including historical rec- 
ords and documents of the Association. They also contain more than 30 smaller 
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collections consisting of papers of individual mathematicians, including those of 
R. L. Moore; Charles B. Morrey, Jr.; W. T. Reid; Harry S. Vandiver; William 
Whyburn; and Hyman Ettlinger, a retired faculty member. As Mr. Billings, direc- 
tor of the University’s General Libraries, has said, “This is a seminal group of 
materials and should help develop a distinguished collection to support research 
interests in mathematics, the burgeoning computer sciences and other areas. 1 
don’t know of another collection that compares. We have a real obligation to the 
scholarly community in nurturing, preserving and making available these mate- 
rials.” A search for a curator will be conducted in the near future and additions to 
the collection are being solicited. 
For additional information concerning the collection or to schedule an appoint- 
ment, contact Dr. Don Carleton, Sid Richardson Hall 2.101, The University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas 78713, (512) 471-1741. 
